The Goose Valley Golf Committee Grapevine

The annual seasonal festivities are at an end and
Plettenberg Bay was truly swamped with visitors. Goose
Valley Golf Club certainly has had many feet on the course
and yet the condition of the course remains excellent. So
many positive compliments means that Wesley Pain and his
team are doing a tremendous job – well done Wesley!
And the busy times are not at an end as February is already
reflecting full days of golf bookings. Our Pro Shop staff are
really busy with visitors and it’s a pleasure to see the
courteous and friendly manner in which they deal with
everyone. Remember to book early for your games, you
snooze you lose!!

Your 2018 Golf Committee
2018 brings in a new committee and their aim is to assist in making your golfing experience a great one:
Men:
Tony McGuinness (right) is your Captain and Leon
Nortje (left) is your Vice-Captain.
Contact details:
Tony: 0798105899 info@abml.co.uk
Leon: 0744668111 jlnortje1958@gmail.com
Ladies:
Ruth Barclay (left) is your Captain and Norma Taylor
(right) is your Vice-Captain
Contact details:
Ruth: 0823735795 ruthbarclay37430@gmail.com
Norma: 0824458961 taylorjn@telkomsa.net
John Wilschut has been co-opted onto the committee to assist with sponsorship and Candice McGuinness will be
handling the Inter-Estate Challenge again this year. This committee still holds dear the Values introduced in the
last two years and this is just a reminder of them:
Communication, promote good communications with all members with relevant and up to date
information relating to Golf at Goose Valley.
Respect, observe the individual rights to enjoy the experience of playing golf at Goose Valley.
Teamwork, create a working environment with all stake holder to achieve the vision.
Responsibility, for promoting the growth of Golf in the Plettenberg Bay and surrounding areas.
Community spirit, support local organisations in fund raising drives to assist worthy causes.
One of our values is ”Respect” and in embracing this we request that members who smoke respect others and
take care to obey legislation by smoking away from the Verandah area.
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Captains’ Charity for 2018 – Hospice Plettenberg Bay
Another value we embrace is “Community Spirit” and in supporting this, the Goose Valley Golf Committee’s
chosen charity for 2018 will be Hospice (Plett Aid), Plettenberg Bay. Hospice provides palliative home-based care
and support to persons diagnosed with life-limiting illness; holistic support of these patients and their families
through their difficult times is at the heart of what they do. Their compassionate care is not dependent on the
patients’ ability to pay as they offer their services free of charge, but what a service it is! From a personal
viewpiont, the ongoing tender and caring support provided by Hospice is amazing and one cannot describe how
these people make a difference in your life during the difficult times.
Hospice need our help; as caring Plettonians, why not see how you can help as this organisation is in dire need
of funding – they only have enough funds to continue their work until the end of June 2018. Help them to
weather the tough economic times in 2018 so that they can be here for you when you may need to call them for
help. Each and every donation will encourage them to believe that they can weather this crisis. Their banking
details are:
The Plettaid Foundation, First National Bank, Plettenberg Bay.
Branch code: 210514, Account number 620 4809 5063.
Donations are tax deductible and you can be issued with a Section 18A Certificate if you provide your full name
and residential address. Take time to read a full article on Hospice in the CXPRESS dated 31 January 2018 which
provides a lot more information about the association. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

News on our golfers!
Martie Jelliman from our Ladies Section has recently undergone surgery for a torn ligament in her shoulder – get
well soon Martie, we miss you on the course. Jackie Barclay has been going through some traumas due to cancer
and is resting comfortably at home now.
The community spirit at Goose Valley / Fairways Close / Turtle Creek / Lynnwood is really fantastic, there is such
support for those who are not going through a good time. We have something unique and special going on here,
thank you to all those that care (and there are MANY), the recipients of this caring and loving attitude so
appreciate your support and efforts, you should be proud of yourselves.

Mary Buttle Day – 25th January 2018
Our dear Mary Buttle passed away in August 2016 and her memory
lives on. Those who knew Mary remember that she was a true
Scots Lady and the call to her homeland was firmly entrenched in
her (and her smile was infectious!).
As 25th January marked the birthday of Robert Burns (a famous
Scottish poet), Mary’s husband Ronnie Buttle offered to sponsor the
Ladies Day on 25th January in memory of Mary. It was a wonderful
day, great weather, good golf (well most of us!) and lots of laughs.
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Ronnie provided “light entertainment” by giving a very informative speech about Mary and Robert Burns, tying
them in beautifully. He even very melodically sang the chosen Burns poem (my luve is like a red red rose), much
to the ladies delight (we do love a good sing song). Ronnie sponsored the prizes and some delicious “lady
friendly” finger snacks provided by The Verandah, and as there was some monies left over from the competition
fees, it was agreed that an amount of R500.00 would be paid to our chosen charity for the year, Hospice
Plettenberg Bay. Some pics of the day:

Gundi, Gail & Pat on the 1st tee

Lovely ladies enjoying
refreshments after the game

some

Ronnie Buttle (our sponsor) provides
informative entertainment

Bev enjoying the Rabbie Burns poem
and Mary pic

1st: Jane Bradley, Marina Baxter,
Louise Germain

2nd: Ann Hyde, Debbie Brown, Bev
Lowrie, Janet Cooper

3rd:
Henda Steenhuizen, Terri
Bloom, Rae Stephenson, Heidi Hertz

4th: Heather Bianchi, Maureen Gray,
Ruth Hein, Meg Hamlin

A Red, Red Rose by Robert Burns
O my luve is like a red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in June
O my luve is like the melody
That’s sweetly played in tune
So fair art thou, my bonnie lass
So deep in luve am I;
And I will luve thee still my dear,
Till a’ the seas gang dry.
Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear,
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun;
I will love thee still, my dear,
While the sands o’ life shall run

And of course, all our beautiful ladies (and Ronnie!) - thanks to everyone
who participated on the day, it was a truly memorable day.

And fare thee weel, my only luve!
And fare thee weel awhile!
And I will come again, my luve,
Though it were ten thousand mile.

Cancer Day 27th January 2018
A golf day was scheduled last Saturday in support of Cancer Care in Plettenberg Bay but it was unfortunately
rained out. This event will be held on Sunday 18th March 2018, so please re-book at the Pro Shop for the event –
all are welcome, and it’s a wonderful way to contribute to such a worthy cause. The care and assistance provided
is so appreciated by those in need.
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Men’s League
Goose Valley Men will be participating in the Handicaps League again this year. If you are interested in playing in
this leage, please contact Tony or Leon to put your name down. Teams will be chosen as done previously, i.e.
from the list of golfers who have indicated that they would like to participate the following selection criteria will
be used:
1.
2.

Handicaps 18 or lower will get first preference
All players will be ranked according to there last five recorded rounds a week prior to the next
league game and the team selected by taking the top 8 ranked players who are available.
Ranking is merely done by looking at the difference in your recorded gross score and the Club
rating plus your handicap. It is a way to see who’s golf is in form at that stage.

NB: If you are interested in in this league in 2018 – please let Tony McGuinness know soonest – make 2018 the
year Goose Valley wins it!

The Verandah Restaurant
February is the month of love, and The Verandah
Restaurant is planning a special Valentine’s Dinner
Menu for Wednesday, 14 February. Enjoy a
delicious dinner with your special someone or a
group of good friends with romantic live music by
the lovely Minx and her electric violin. Look out for the posters or
ask at The Verandah for more details.
February also signals a full year since Emma and Andy arrived at
Goose Valley and took over the restaurant, now known as The
Verandah. It has been a year of changes, improvements and getting to know each other; lets build on the last
year, be sure to speak to Emma about any requirements you may have.

Events and general notes:
Monthly medal competitions are planned for both the Ladies and Mens Section this year, with these days
being the first Wednesday for the Mens Section, and the first Thursday for the Ladies Section. If either of
these days are rained out, the event will be moved to the next week.
The Ladies section is currently sourcing new club shirts for their members. These shirts are worn at club
events such as PEFAGOSI, Inter-Estate or any club comps. It was agreed that we would go for white
shirts, this way both the men and ladies will have the same colour and will present a united front.
Norma Taylor is handling this and once we have details of the costs and sizes, she will liaise with ladies
keen to buy a shirt – it will be subsidised to an extent due to funds raised for this last year.
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Golf knowledge:
To start off the year, here are some general rules:
Have an identifying mark on your ball. If you cannot identify a ball as yours it is lost. If your ball becomes
unfit for play during the play of a hole, you may replace it, without penalty, while playing the hole or
between holes.
You may carry no more than 14 clubs in your bag. This includes the putter of course.
Do not ask for advice from anyone except your partner (if it is a betterball or alliance competition) or
caddie or give advice to anyone other than your partner.
During a hole you may practice swing but not play a practice stroke. Between holes you may practice chip
or putt on or near the putting green of the LAST hole played or the tee of the next of the hole but not
from a hazard.
The proper teeing ground for your ball is within the front of the markers to within 2 club lengths back
(WITHIN 2 club lengths, not beyond), a player may stand outside the teeing ground. If a ball not in play
falls off a tee or is knocked off by the player while addressing it-it may be re-teed without penalty, but if a
player’s intent was to strike the ball, then a stroke was made and it counts but without penalty. Myths
exploded:
Myth: A player may not place their hand on a putting green behind their ball, because, it would constitute
testing the putting surface.
* Fact: A player may do this, as testing the surface of a putting green only relates to rolling a ball on it, or
roughening or scraping its surface. Rule 16-1d.

So we are cracking into 2018 – may it be a year of happiness and joy to everyone; lets embrace our values and
reap the emotional benefits of getting along with everyone, helping where we can, living in harmony. Not too
much to ask?!?! If you do not wish to receive these emails, please send an “unsubscribe” email to
ruthbarclay37430@gmail.com

Yours in golf, Ruth B.
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